
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C O L C H E S T E R  I N F O R M A T I O N  T E C H N O L O G Y  D E P A R T M E N T  

Here are some tips from our  
Wednesday and Saturday sessions: 
 
Participants have explored basic and advanced features in 
Google Drive.  Drive Update TIP - April 7th was the date 
for Google users to move into the NEW Drive.  If you have 
not moved over to the NEW DRIVE, you may experience 
loading problems with your folders and files.  Users may 
go back and forth between the old Drive and the new 
Drive until May 20th.  All folders and files transfer over 
and enhanced features have been added in the new 
Drive.  Check it out! 
 

During these modules, we have used Google Classroom to 
gain understanding about this incredible app!  Google 
Classroom puts both the teacher AND student in control 
of their work completion and due dates.  Look for more 
information about Classroom coming soon!  Check out 
these video clips if you are curious now:  Clip 1   Clip 
2  Clip 3 

 
Module Two & Three Tips:  Looking at the back end of 
Google Plus and Youtube are important components for 
users.    It is important to be sure default settings are set 
according to your comfort and sharing.  It is very easy to 
use these tools to network, collaborate and generate 
ideas.  It is very important to be sure uploads are only 
posted using the controls you have set for Private, 
Unlisted or Public.  Any uploads to your YouTube channel 
could end up appearing as a post on G+ if you have not 
changed the upload defaults in YouTube. 
 
Creation Treasures:  Tools are waiting to be unlocked 
using apps and extensions in Chrome Google Play for Edu 
and our trusty favorites found in Google Apps for 
Edu.  Currently, we have been breathing advanced life 
into sites, slides, docs, blogs, drawing as well as digging 
into video tools for students who are both under and over 
age 13.   
 

Need Help?  Join our Colchester Google Plus community 
by clicking join.  This will give you a list of folks 
participating and some ideas for getting started with 
these tools in your role within the district. 
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https://youtu.be/NIfXzJMLsMQ
https://youtu.be/xd0BxbLfPD4
https://youtu.be/xd0BxbLfPD4
https://youtu.be/jkIhnFEKevQ
https://plus.google.com/u/0/communities/116163250805061440707
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Many schools are dropping IPads and rolling out 

Chromebooks in their place.  From my experience with 

iPads this year I think this is simply because of the cost 

and management of IPads.  I believe there is a place in 

education for both devices and it is more important to 

match the device with the educators needs. 

I recently read an article about how IPads have 

improved education.   It highlighted the influence IPads 

had over students and teachers.  It also referenced 

numerous studies which showed the results IPads are 

having on education.   I thought WOW, these are 

impressive results.  The same day I read an article that 

stated U.S. schools are buying more Chromebooks than 

IPads.  

What I gathered from this information is, it wasn’t so 

much the device that improved students learning, but 

the opportunities which technology provides for 

students. Whether you have an IPad or a Chromebook, 

technology can enrich and enhance students learning. 

Admittedly, IPads can be a great learning tool that 

brings education to life!  So why have we stopped 

purchasing IPads and IPad applications and asked 

teachers to look at other tools, like the Chromebook? 

Here are a few reasons we have requested this. 

 IPads are designed for a 1 -1 environment, not a shared 

model like Colchester’s 

 IPads are about twice the cost of a Chromebook 

 IPads are currently hard to manage 

IPads vs Chromebooks…. 
By Pamela Lowe 

  Chromebooks come with a built in keyboard and are 

also Touchscreen 

 Chromebooks have a larger screen size 

In the coming school year we are asking educators to 

take a look at both IPads and Chromebooks and 

determine which tool will work best for their 

classroom.   Many teachers have not had the 

opportunity to work with Chromebooks or 

Chromebook applications.  Our goal next year for our 

K-5 grades is to get Chromebooks in your classroom 

so you can experience what they can do. 

As we are working toward getting more technology 

into student’s hands, the easy to manage, low cost 

Chromebook will help do just that. 

Whether you are a Chromebook fan or an IPad fan, 

the truth is both devices bring 21st century learning to 

our students.  Although I lean toward the 

Chromebook, I understand it may not be the device 

for everyone. Over the summer, we will be 

reconfiguring all of the IPads and enrolling them into 

a Mobile Device Manager (“MDM”).   MDM allows us 

to manage all aspects of an IPad wirelessly.  We 

believe this will be a better approach to managing 

IPads.   

As we evaluate a new way to manage IPads, check 

out the Chromebook, find out why other schools are 

moving toward this device and determine what 

device best supports your teaching style.  

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Technology Meetings 
By Pamela Lowe 

 My first year as Colchester’s Technology Director 

is winding down.   I have learned a great deal this 

year and have worked with creative and 

technology savvy people.   I have enjoyed 

watching your mystery Skype sessions and seeing 

you use technology to transform student 

learning.  

Over the last couple of months, I have been 

meeting with educators around the district.  The 

meetings gave me a chance to meet people in 

person and talk about technology needs in 

individual classrooms.  

 

   

I want to thank everyone for taking the time to meet with 

me.  It is important for me to know what your technology 

needs are and what some of the challenges have been 

using technology.   

If you have suggestions about how things could be done 

differently, please feel free to email me your suggestions.  I 

am also available to meet with you if you feel a meeting is 

necessary. 

Enjoy your summer break! 
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The Colchester School District is providing Office 365 to every teacher, staff and student in our District 

free of charge.  This product is free to install on personal windows devices or you can use the online version 

on your district Chromebook or Ipad. 

Office 365 is virtually the same product as Office 2013 that will be installed on every school Windows computer 

this summer. 

With Office 365, you will have access to the latest version of Word, Excel, PowerPoint, OneNote, and also 

OneDrive cloud storage (much like Google Drive) 

 Setup is simple but done by you, not IT 

 Use the Online version on a Chromebook or IPad 

 Install on up to 5 compatible PC’s or MAC’s, plus 5 tablets or phones 

 Includes 1 TB of cloud storage from OneDrive 

 This subscription continues as long as you’re working or going to school in this District 

Follow these easy steps to use the Online Apps OR install Office 365 on your personal device: 

PLEASE DO NOT INSTALL OFFICE 365 ON COMPUTERS AT CSD, because Office 2013 will already be 

installed.  Office 365 is for PERSONAL windows devices. 

1. MOST IMPORTANT TO DO FIRST - Please do this from School: log onto a school computer and 

change your network password.  To change your password, press the 3 keys, Ctrl-Alt-Delete, and 

select Change Password 

2. Again, this will not work if you have not changed your password at school! - From anywhere: go to 

this web address http://portal.office.com 

3. Sign in with your school network account and new password, for example 

<your school network account> plus add @csdvt.org for example: BellT@csdvt.org 

4. You now have two options… A. Use Office Online OR B. Install Office on your PC. 

 

 

 

Office 365 – For Home use for FREE! 
By Kathy Couillard 
 
 

 

 

http://portal.office.com/
mailto:BellT@csdvt.org
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A. For OFFICE ONLINE: Select any Apps in Collaborate with Office Online to create and edit 

Word, Excel, PowerPoint and OneNote files via a web browser. You can save “in the cloud” 

with OneDrive.  

 

B. To Install Office on your Personal device:  Select the red Install Now button.  Download and 

run.  Then you can find these programs in the Start menu, All Programs, Microsoft Office 

2013 folder.  

For iOS and Androids, select an App for your iPhone (or Android).  It will open the App Store 

where you will get these Apps.   

 

5. You can manage these installs in the My Software Setting.  Here you can see where you have 

installed it and the remaining available.  You can also deactivate one to allow install on 

another.  (up to 5 compatible PC’s or MAC’s, plus 5 tablets or phones) 

 

 

 

Learning resources for Office 365    https://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/jj871004.aspx 

 

Office 365 – For Home use for FREE! 
 

 

https://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/jj871004.aspx
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Guide to Terminal Server Changes 
By Jason Singh 

 In July there will be some major changes to Terminal server services.  These are the services you use 
to get to your shared drives from home.  The CSD terminal service will change from Windows 2003 to 
Windows 2012 R2.  With the change there will be some user interface changes. Here is a list of some 
of the major notable changes: 

 The terminal server has limited licenses 

 Access is more restrictive 

 The user interface has been completely revamped  (We have added some changes to make 
the transition easier) 
 

We have asked staff to put in a helpdesk ticket to use the new terminal server.  This will allow us to 
verify who needs access and put your username in the group that is allowed to use the terminal server.  
If you are checking email or using the hub from home, you do not need access to the terminal server. 

To access the new terminal server open Remote Desktop and then type in rd.csdvt.org: 

Once you press connect it will bring a prompt to enter your credentials: 

Once you have entered your credentials you will be logged into the desktop screen for the terminal 
server. If you cannot log in, it is most likely because your account is not in the group that has access to 
use the Terminal Server. Again you will have to submit a Helpdesk ticket to use the new terminal 
server. 

There have been some major changes between Windows 2003 Terminal Server and Windows 2012 
terminal server. Here is what the current start screen comparison is: 

2003:                                                                          2012: 

             

The screens are similar but there is more to 2012 R2’s start screen, it has the most resemblance to 

Windows 7. Navigation is almost identical to Windows 7 so your experience will remain the same. Once 

on the terminal server here how to access shared drives. 

Click on the Window Icon in the bottom left corner.  Go to ‘This PC’ and it will take you to  the computer 

where there will be icons going to shared drives and local user file directories.  

         
 
If you have any problems using the Terminal server, please submit a Helpdesk ticket with a description 
of your problem.  Thank you. 

 

 


