
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

C O L C H E S T E R  I N F O R M A T I O N  T E C H N O L O G Y  D E P A R T M E N T  

Hello, I wanted to check in with educators 

to hear about the successes and 

challenges this year with technology.  Last 

year, many changes were made with 

technology, and we are interested in 

finding out how those changes worked. 

 
Here is a list of some of the changes: 

 We added more laptops carts to 
the High School 

 Science rooms are 1:1 with laptops 

 At CMS we moved some 
classrooms to 1:1 with 
Chromebooks 

 We replaced some Smartboards 
with Interactive projectors  

 In K – 5, we moved devices from 
carts to classrooms  

 We made improvements to the 
wireless in all buildings 

How have these changes been working for 

you? What have been your challenges with 

technology this year? What would you 

like to see for technology next year?  I 

would love to hear your thoughts.  If 

you have not scheduled a meeting with 

me, please send me an email and 

setup a time we can chat.  Your input is 

an important part of our decision 

making process with technology. 
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 Sometimes you need one more device 

for a student to use, so you let them 

use your teacher device.  You really 

see no harm in it and have never been 

told not to let them use it. 

You should not let a student use your 

classroom desktop or laptop.  The 

devices assigned to you as a teacher 

are filtered differently than devices 

assigned to students.  These filters are 

important to comply with Children’s 

Internet Protection Act (CIPA) and to 

comply with E-RATE funding rules.    

What about my iPad or Chromebook? We 

recommend that you keep your teacher 

device for just that purpose, your instruction. 

This is very important if the iPad has your 

email attached to it. 

There are more devices available to students 

now than last year.  By moving devices into 

classrooms and sharing devices with your 

teaching partner, teachers know what they 

have available and can plan their lessons 

with that knowledge.  

Keep your devices safe and student’s 

access to the internet protected, have them 

use only the student devices. 
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iPad Apps 
Book Creator – By Shari Amour 

ITrace by Chis Whittaker 

 

 

 

 

In this newsletter, we are highlighting some iPad Apps.  These are apps that teachers around the 

district are using. 

 Book Creator is a free iPad app which is ideal for making all kinds of books, with students of all 

ages.  You can get started right away with the free version, and if you like the app, for $4.99 you can 

get the full version with unlimited books! 

Features: 

 Add photos and images from your iPad, web, or photo library 

 Add video and music, and record your voice 

 Use the pen to draw and annotate your book 

 Add text from numerous fonts 

Share Your Book: 

 Save to your Cloud storage, dropbox, Drive, etc 

 Email your book 

 Export as a pdf or movie 

Book creator is the one of  most popular iPad apps for teachers around the world.  Try it in your 
classroom today! 

 

 

 

 

iTrace is an app geared towards students Pre-k through 1st grade.  The app helps students define 

some fine motor skills. The app is designed to help kids learn to write by tracing letters and numbers, 

it also helps kids learn basic words.  

The app is free on the app store for basic use, but I would recommend upgrading to the paid version 

($3.99) for full access to all of the available features. The full version unlocks all of the available letters 

and numbers, it also allows multiple users as well as the user’s writing history to show how they’re 

writing improves overtime.  

Find it on the Apple app store! 
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Explain Everything  
By Tammi Tandy 

 Animate Your Thinking 

Ever thought about an App that does it all?  Do you like Power Point or Prezi and wish they could 

do more? Well then allow me to introduce the Explain Everything App.  This App can create the 

same types of slides used with other presentation programs, but with many more options. 

The App uses an infinite canvas which means you can put information and layer it as much as you 

want on one slide.  You can use a laser pointer, draw in any color, add shapes, text, math 

equations, videos, animate images, and add audio files.  You can also rotate, move, scale, flip, 

copy, paste, clone and lock any object added to the slide. You can also record everything you do 

within the app (even yourself while using the app by using the front-facing camera) to create high 

quality and creative content for others to view and learn from!   

The App also has a variety of import and export features, providing you with a broad range of 

formats and options to choose from. 

 

Import Options Export Options 

PDF, DOC, PPT, XLS, RTF, TXT, 

HTML, KEYNOTE, PAGES, 

NUMBERS, JPG, BMP, PNG, GIF, 

MP4, MOV, MP3, M4A, WAV, and 

AAC 

MP4, MOV, PDF, PNG, XPL (project 

file) 

  
The App allows for you to use a variety of import and export destinations. 

Import and Export Destinations 

Google Drive, Evernote, Dropbox, One Drive, Box, WebDAV, Airdrop, Mail, and 

iMessage to list but a few. 

 

This App can take presentations to a whole new level.  Explain Everything is a canvas upon which 

you can record your thoughts, ideas, lectures, and meetings. This moderately priced app, (usually 

$2.99) is a formidable tool and one you’re sure to enjoy.  If you would like to see this app in use 

and learn more about how it might meet your needs here’s a link to a video tutorial. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9yvA4bzfrl4. 

Enjoy  

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you have some great iPad Apps that you would like to share with other educators?  Send us a 

brief description of your App and we will put it in our next newsletter. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9yvA4bzfrl4
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Chromebooks Apps for your classroom 
Google Sheets – By Tammi Tandy 

Google Read & Write – By Shari Amour 

 
 

 

  

Google Slides is the free slideshow presentation 

built into Google.  In this program you can create 

slide presentations just like you can in Microsoft 

PowerPoint. In fact, when you open Google 

Slides, you may think you’ve just opened 

PowerPoint!  

 

Google Slides has the basic functionality that 

PowerPoint has, inserting and deleting slides, 

formatting text, inserting images, presenting the 

slideshow, and so on; however, it lacks the more 

advanced features of slideshow presentation 

software, such as recording presentations and 

tracking changes. For those features, you’ll need 

a program like PowerPoint.  

 

A great feature about using Google Sheets is the 

collaboration piece. The fact that Google Sheets 

is a web-based application makes collaboration 

with others easier because the application and the 

files are stored online.  

 

 You and your colleagues can edit the same 

document at the same time, without overwriting 

each other’s changes. What a deal!  Think of the 

collaboration opportunity this gives students. Give 

it a try by going to your Google Drive and 

selecting Slides from the drop down.   

 

 Read & Write is a free Google Chrome Web App that 

offers a variety of support tools to help students with 

reading, writing, studying and research, including: 

• Hear words, passages, or whole documents read 

aloud with easy-to-follow dual color highlighting 

 

• See the meaning of words explained with text and 

picture dictionaries 

 

• Hear text translated into other languages 

 

• Get suggestions for the current or next word as you 

type 

 

• Turn words into text as you speak  

 

• Highlight text in documents or the web and collect for 

use in other documents 

 

• Create and listen to voice notes directly inside of 

Google Docs 

• Simplify and summarize text on web pages 

Example of the toolbar used for Read & Write 

 

Read & Write provides some awesome supports for 

your students, check it out yourself. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hwC_hJ7KmAg 

 

Teacher can get the premium version, with all the bells 

and whistles for free by signing up below 

. 

https://rwchrome.texthelp.com/drive/Home/RegisterTeacher 

 

In this newsletter we are also highlighting some Chrome Apps.  One app is good for collobration and 

presentation and the other app is great for supporting students with reading and writing.  

 

    

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hwC_hJ7KmAg
https://rwchrome.texthelp.com/drive/Home/RegisterTeacher
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  Sketchpad 
By Chris Whittaker 
 
Sketchpad is a Chromebook app, geared for users age 5+ that works much like MS Paint on a Windows 
computer with a few extra added features. Users can create beautiful works of art with just the click of the 
mouse, minus the mess of traditional artwork.  

Use anything from pencils to spray-paints. Maybe use the built in stamps and create an image around them. 

(For an example paste a horse stamp and paint a farmstead around it.) Don’t like the stamps? Upload a 

picture of your own, or take a picture with the webcam and immediately upload it to your digital canvas!  

When you’re finished, easily upload to your google drive, or upload to a social media site.  

Van-Gogh to the chrome web store and download it for free!  

 

 

Do you have some Google Apps that you would like to share with other educators?  Send us a brief 

description of your App and we will put it in our next newsletter. 

Mirroring 360 is great presentation app that is available as an extension on your Chrome toolbar.  It is 

also available as an iPad App. This is a great app to have if you want your students to be able to share 

their work on their device via a projector. 

What do you need to get started with Mirror360?  You need the receiving app install on your computer 

connected to your projector.  Currently most classroom computers already have this installed.  You need 

to install the Mirror360 extension from the Chrome store or download the iPad app from the Apple store. 

Students can project whatever they have on their screen to the projector for the whole class to view.   In 

short, Mirroring360 lets you mirror what is on your device to the computer that has the receiving software 

on it.   

Think of the possibilities for sharing in your classroom. Using a Chromebook, iPad, or even a laptop, 

students can instantly share their screen.   

If you do not have this app and want it, please submit a helpdesk ticket.  If you want help using the app, 

please submit a helpdesk ticket and we will be happy to come work with you. 

 

Apps for Chromebook & iPads 
Mirror360 - By Tammi Tandy 

NearPod – By Pamla Lowe 

 
 

  

Nearpod is an interactive presentation and assessment tool.  It is available as an iPad app and now as 

a Chrome app.  You create a presentation that contains Quiz’s, videos, images, polls, web content and 

drawing boards.  You share the presentation with students and start interacting.  This tool is great for 

students of all ages. 

The Nearpod platform enables teachers to use their device to manage content on students’ devices.  It 

combines presentation, collaboration, and assessment in one solution.  

Students interact with and submit their responses through your presentation.  Share poll information 

instantly, assess learning, and interact with students. 

Nearpod is used by teachers and students around the world! 

You can sign up for NearPod for free at https://www.nearpod.com/ , sign up and start experimenting with 

free presentations. 

https://www.nearpod.com/ 

 

https://www.nearpod.com/
https://www.nearpod.com/
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We try to make it as easy as possible for you to save 

all your work. There have been many times that a 

user has lost all or most of their documents, 

favorites, and pictures. Why? The main reason 

people lose files is because the files are stored on 

the local computer.   

Some people save their work to their local computer, 

whether they save to the desktop or on the local hard 

drive. I know it is easy to just save everything on your 

desktop- but it is very risky.  

Computers get viruses or hard drives crash so files 

store locally are lost because they are not backed up. 

Computers are imaged when issues are beyond a 

normal repair, this wipes out the hard drive, losing 

your data. Computers get replaced so files stored 

locally are no longer available. 

Do you know where you are saving your files? 

Take a minute to set up the applications you use to 

save to the network.  Here some examples. 

Why do I lose my files? 
By Shari Amour 

To change the default save location of Word to 
your network drive I: 
 
1. Click the File tab  
2. Click Options 
3. Select Save, change the default local file 

location – click the browse button and 
select  I Drive. 

 

 

You can change the default file location for all of 
your Office applications using the same 
directions.  

Easiteach is another program we have found 

where people are saving their work to their local 

hard drive. By default Easiteach will save files to 

the hard drive, so it is a good idea for you to 

change it. 

 

If you are unsure where you are saving your 

lessons, here are some instructions to ensure you 

are saving them to your network drive. 

Open Easiteach – click on the arrow 

      
A small window opens, click on settings button 

 

      

My Easiteach setting box pops up. Under Chose 

default save location, click on the change 

button. Browse for Folder will pop up, browse 

to the I drive and select it. You can either make 

a new folder (such as Easiteach) or click on any 

folder under your name that you want the 

documents to save to.  Press OK and click the 

arrow to close the window 

 

If you have any questions or need help, please 

submit a Helpdesk ticket at http://helpdesk/portal 

Thank you. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwitscHwxdnKAhUEHD4KHckECcQQjRwIBw&url=https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id%3Dcom.microsoft.office.word&psig=AFQjCNHvuX2PFEhBx0R3slOb32UPFe0qRQ&ust=1454518519706137
http://helpdesk/portal
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiV7PaKpt7KAhXIPT4KHaC7CMMQjRwIBw&url=https://www.iconfinder.com/search/?q%3Dsettings&psig=AFQjCNGGOeDpqMWTmOWUr7ZtmklXSfJCZQ&ust=1454681775098659
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwixxoGI1t7KAhXLFT4KHaKSDcQQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/risk-taking-clipart&psig=AFQjCNHnH1kynyRmVNqibIH8T2pIGzIHgA&ust=1454694088294736
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiei7qq1t7KAhVDrD4KHd4VDscQjRwIBw&url=http://www.easiteach.com.au/&psig=AFQjCNHU2yyZiUz0Be8tfmcnqvftxwNu3g&ust=1454694715346344
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Since we moved to the new MDM for iPads, 

Apple Profile Manager, we have had many 

challenges. We have been working with Apple 

since November to try to resolve these issues. 

Apple recently introduced a new version of its 

Profile Manager application for iOS device 

management.  We are working very closely 

with Apple in diagnosing these issues and 

currently testing a beta version of the 

application and operating system in an effort 

to resolve these. 

In the meantime, we are also evaluating two 

paid mobile device management solutions to 

determine if they will meet our needs and be a 

stable solutions.  A decision will soon be made 

to either move away from the free Apple 

version of Profile Manager to one of the 

commercial version.  We are testing to verify if 

Update - IPad Mobile Device Management (MDM) 
By Peter Keenan 

 

 

 

they exhibit the same problems we see with 

Apple’s Profile Manager.  

If Apple resolves the issues with its current 

software in the immediate future we will 

continue using the free version. 

In the meantime, we are not enrolling any 

new iPads into the MDM unless educators 

require a new paid application.  If you are 

having problems with your current iPad, we 

can enroll it in the new system and push 

your paid application. 

Please be aware that we are not certain at 

this point if the problems with the current 

MDM will be resolved.  If the problems are 

not resolved, we will need to move to 

another MDM, which will require us to collect 

all iPads. 

 

 

 

 

Having Issues Accessing Websites? 
By Jason Singh 

 

 

 

Does the above look familiar to you? 

Recently there have been some issues with 

content filtering. The content filter has been 

blocking websites that educators should have 

access to.  We are working on resolving this issue. 

However, if you are currently having problems 

accessing websites providing some key 

information in tickets will help us resolve web 

filtering tickets quicker!  

When submitting a ticket please include the 

following information: 

 Website URL that you are have issues 

accessing 

 Your computer number and whether it is 

a laptop or desktop 

 Whether the computer is on the wireless 

network or wired 

 Room number 

 The time it happened, or submitting the 

ticket close to when it does happen so we 

can troubleshoot at the time the issue 

occurs 

For example if you run into an issue where 

something is blocked, your ticket title would say. 

“Website Blocked” and in the description of the 

ticket would be: 

URL: yahoo.com 

Computer #: C12345 laptop 

It is connected wirelessly to the network. 

I am in room 101 and I was unable to access the 

website at 2:34. 

Having this information would be very helpful and 

allow us to resolve these tickets quicker. Thank 

you! 

 


