
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C O L C H E S T E R  I N F O R M A T I O N  T E C H N O L O G Y  D E P A R T M E N T  

We have been deploying new 
computers and projectors over the last 
couple of months.  We decided to do the 
upgrades now to reduce the stress of 
having a new setup at the start of the 
school year.  
 
We hope to get most computers 
replaced before the last day of the 
school.  Please remember if you have 
any files stored on your computer, you 
should make sure you have a backup.  
Sometimes during the summer we run 
into issues with computers and need to 
replace them, having your files backed 
up will ensure they are not lost. 
 
Every summer, we do Spring cleaning 
on the CSD technology.  What does this 
mean?  Every projector and desktop will 
get vacuumed out, so dust will get 

removed from the device.  We also assess 
technology at this time to make sure 
everything is working well.  If you know you 
have had problems with a piece of 
technology, submitting a Helpdesk ticket 
before you leave will help ensure the issue is 
resolved over the summer. 
 
Thank you. 
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 We know that many educators need to take 

their device home over the summer break.  

If you are an educator who will be returning 

next year, you are allowed to take a device 

home over the summer, with approval from 

your administrator. 

Below are the rules for taking your device 

home over the summer. 

 All iPads need to be enrolled into 

the new system before being 

allowed to be taken home for the 

summer. They also need to be 

password protected. 

 If any device is lost during the 

summer, you will notify the IT 

department immediately.  You 

will be held accountable for 

replacing the lost device. 

 All automatic updates will be 

completed on iPads and 

Laptops. 

If you are planning on taking your 

device home over the summer, please 

fill out the following Google form 

http://goo.gl/forms/QvKDtMXKdb  

If you are taking more than one device 

home, fill out an individual form for 

each device. 

Thank you and enjoy your summer! 

 

 

Laptop/Dock 

http://goo.gl/forms/QvKDtMXKdb
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Adobe voice is a very simple, fast and a fun app to use. Create stunning animated videos in minutes. 

Hard to mess up!! No filming- just talk to tell your story. Create an adobe ID and start creating your 

videos.  

 Touch to record your voice 

 Select from over 25,000 icons or images  

 Choose a theme, color or fonts 

 Pick music 

 Exciting, Effortless and Easy  

 And it’s free! 

 Use images from your iPad, drop box, google drive, Facebook, videos from camera roll, 

emails 

  

YouTube easy to follow directions: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RpWnEshQR3w 

https://youtu.be/zY9kgOLEFB0 

 

  

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adobe Voice – iPad App 
By Shari Amour 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RpWnEshQR3w
https://youtu.be/zY9kgOLEFB0
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Vocabulary Spelling City 
Spelling City is an app for the iPad that is packed with fun learning games. Start by creating lists, add 

lists made by other teachers through the search, or just use the sample lists. There are two columns, 

you start by selecting a list in the left column and then you select an activity on the right to learn about 

the list you chose.  For instance selecting “Colors” in the list and then “missing letter” from the 

activities will teach kids to find the one letter that is missing out of the color word to move on to the 

next word. (Example: Gre_n) If you then went back and changed the list to say….geometry, it would 

then change these words to shapes instead of colors. 

Read a word instructs kids to find the word that is pronounced through the iPads speakers, by 

selecting them out of a multiple choice. This teaches students to put the sound of the word to the 

writing of the word.  

Another game is word match, words are hidden and flip around to reveal the word when you click 

them, match the words to each other to move on. For an example, with a list on states you would try 

to find the matching state: Vermont would match with Vermont, if you match incorrectly they flip back 

around until you find the correct pair.  These and many other fun learning activities are included in 

this app.  
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Quick Formative Assessments 
By Pamela Lowe 
By  

 

Are you looking for a way to use technology 

to quickly assess students learning?  

Formative is a free platform that allows you 

to import or create formative assessments 

online.  Take your paper formative 

assessments (doc or pdf) and import them 

into formative to create an electronic 

version.  You can even setup up auto-

grading. 

The platforms allows you to ask multiple 

choice questions, show your work 

questions, true/false and essay.  You can 

then analyze the data by looking at the 

results of your entire class at the same 

time. 

The formative platform allows you to post the 

assessment to your Google classroom.  

If you want to try out formative go to 

https://goformative.com/ , accounts for teachers 

are free. 

Formative has also provided some great videos 

on how to get started with the product, go to: 

http://community.goformative.com/videos to 

view the videos. 

There are many ways to do electronic 

assessments, formative is just another option, 

try my assessment now by going to: 

https://goformative.com/student/#/assignments/

MHCT422 

 

 

Great IPad App 
By: Chris Whittaker 
 
 

https://goformative.com/
http://community.goformative.com/videos
https://goformative.com/student/#/assignments/MHCT422
https://goformative.com/student/#/assignments/MHCT422
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Do you want to do more with the technology in 

your classroom but do not know where to start? 

I recently read a great article in Education World 

that provided some quick and simple tips about 

integrating technology in the classroom.  What I 

really like about the article was it discussed 

ways for teachers who are new to technology to 

easily incorporate technology into their daily 

routines.  It also offers ways for teachers who 

are already tech savvy teachers to transform 

learning by infusing technology into lessons.  

Integrating technology in your classroom can be 

time consuming and be challenging.  

Below are some highlights from the article.  No 

matter what grade level you teach, this article 

provides some simple ideas for transforming 

your classroom. 

Weather and Foreign Language:  
Some teachers start the day off by talking about 
the current weather.  You can bring up any 
weather site and check out the weather for the 
rest of the day, or check weather around the 
world.  A great way for older students to 
understand weather around the world and link 
that to climate. 
 
The weather channel also offer weather in 
different languages.  A great way to introduce a 
foreign language to students or expand on what 
they already know. 
 
History: 
Make history real for students by having them 
visit “This day in History” at 
http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history .  For 
older students have them visit the site and 
discuss with classmates a date and event they 
found interesting.  The events in history are 
broken down into categories from sporting 
events and music, World War I and the 
American Revolution, students are bound to find 
something that interests them and learn about 
history at the same time.  
You can find lessons for grades 6 – 12 that are 
tied to the National Science Standards. 
 

Finding time for Technology 
By Pamela Lowe 
 

For additional ways to integrate technology in 
your classroom, read the following article: 
http://www.educationworld.com/a_tech/tech/te
ch146.shtml  
 
Another thing to remember is that you are not 
alone in this venture.  Teachers all over the 
world are redefining their instruction to create 
a space where students can create, 
collaborate, and share.  Many Web 2.0 tools 
are available for free just for this purpose.  
Some of the tools we see teachers using are 
listed below. 

 Animoto , WeVideo,  – create videos 

 Glogster – create posters 

 WeVideo – create videos 

 Prezi, Google Slides, Slideshare – all 
are presentation tools 

 PowToon – create video and 
presentation 

 
There are hundreds of Web 2.0 tools 
available to teachers.  Ask around your 
school and see what other teachers are using 
or search the web. 

         
 
You can also access tons of free lessons at 
https://sharemylesson.com .  You will need to 
create an account, but then you will have 
access to the lessons.  Lessons can be 
filtered by grade level or subjects.  
 
If you are overwhelmed with the web, let us 
know what app you are looking for and we 
can do the research for you. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

WhyFiles and How stuff works: 
The Whyfiles http://whyfiles.org 
and How Stuff works 
http://www.howstuffworks.com 
are great sites for students to 
explore and connect with the 
world.  The whyfiles also provides  
 

http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history
http://www.educationworld.com/a_tech/tech/tech146.shtml
http://www.educationworld.com/a_tech/tech/tech146.shtml
https://sharemylesson.com/
http://whyfiles.org/
http://www.howstuffworks.com/
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A must have Google app! 
By Pamela Lowe 

 Want to know how Amy Minor has been able to be our High School Principal and Superintendent-
elect all at the same time?  Google Keep she says!  After trying Google Tasks, ToDo List, Cozi, and 
other “to do list” type apps – Google Keep by far is the most powerful!  “It has transformed my 
practice and increased my productivity,” Amy says. 
 
Jean Shea, our Director of Student Service at CHS, says: “Personally I love that all of my to do lists 
can live in one place; work and personal and that each of them individually can be shared with 
different people.  This then means that each person can then add, delete and monitor them; I love 
that it exists in real time.“ 
 
So what is Google Keep?  Google Keep is an digital note taking app that works with Android, iOS, 
and on the web with the Chrome browser.  Now you can take all your notes with you whereever you 
go. 
 
I tried Google Keep about a year ago and decided that I didn’t need another note taking apps.  I 
was using the Windows Sticky Notes and Notability, so I thought I had it covered.  I decided Google 
Keep might be worth a second look.  I have since entered all my paper lists into Keep and I’m trying 
it out. It’s worth a look if you are looking to consolidate your lists and notes in one place. 
 

                                          

Web-based Gradebook, PowerTeacher Pro 
(coming this summer!) 
By Michelle Devino 
 

 

Over the summer, PowerSchool plans to 

release PowerTeacher Pro, an updated web-

based version of the gradebook.  

When the district makes the move to the new 

gradebook, teachers will no longer be 

restricted to certain types of devices for 

grading. The design allows teachers the 

flexibility to grade from any computer or 

tablet, including Mac, Windows, iOS, 

Android, and even Chromebooks!  

In addition to the web-based design, 

PowerTeacher Pro also has a number of 

enhancements based on top requests from 

PowerSchool users across the country and 

even around the world!  

Features include (but are not limited to): 

1. Access from any device with an internet 

connection 

2. Easy-to-use graphs and charts to aid 

teacher analysis and professional 

judgment 

3. Robust single student pages to give a 360 

degree view of student performance 

4. Manage assignments and analyze 

performance across all classes/schools 

5. New score attributes and other robust 
features 

More information regarding the rollout of 

PowerTeacher Pro for Colchester and upcoming 

trainings will be shared as the plans come 

together over the next few months. 
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Google Classroom is an application that runs right in your internet browser. This allows you to 

access it from any device with an internet connection, whether it be iPad, Chromebook, Windows PC, etc. 

There are quite a few interesting things you can do with Classroom, foremost teachers may want to start 

by creating a class; and give a description on what your class is about. Secondly, invite all your students 

via either email link or the student can enter a class code, which is provided to the teacher on the 

“Students” page of Google Classroom.  

Once the class is created and the students have joined, you can create an assignment; maybe 

link a YouTube video for them to watch with a questionnaire at the end, or something like “Read four 

chapters of To Kill a Mocking Bird, answer questions below” Disperse the assignment to your students. 

The students will get an email notification that there is a new assignment to be completed. If the students 

need to they can ask you questions about the assignment by commenting. Teachers can in turn reply to 

these comments. Students can turn in this assignment electronically and the teacher can then assign a 

grade through googles grading system. Teachers can also then give each individual student feedback on 

their completed work by leaving them a comment as well. Check it out here: https://classroom.google.com 

 

Google Classroom 

By: Chris Whittaker 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Topic 
By  
By  

GeoGebra Math  

Chromebook Apps  
by: Shari Amour 

GeoGebra is free dynamic mathematics software for teaching and learning mathematics from middle school 
through college level. This software brings together geometry, algebra, spreadsheets, graphing, statistics and 
calculus in one easy-to-use package that helps to bridge some of the gaps.  
 
GeoGebra was created to help students gain a better understanding of mathematics. You can use it for active 
and problem-oriented teaching, it fosters mathematical experiments and discoveries both in classroom and at 
home 
 
 
GeoGebra is the world’s favorite dynamic mathematics software, has received numerous educational software 
awards, and supports STEM education and innovations in teaching and learning worldwide. 

 
 

 

DYNAMIC MATHEMATICS FOR LEARNING AND TEACHING 

STUDENTS LOVE IT BECAUSE IT MAKES MATH TANGIBLE 

TEACHERS LOVE IT BECAUSE IT ALLOWS TEACHERS TO CONTINUE TEACHING 

 

 

 

 

https://classroom.google.com/
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Please remember these important dates for the 

email migration. 

Before June 10th – Stop forwarding your Gmail 

(@colchestersd.org) to Outlook (@csdvt.org). 

Before June 17th – Clean up and delete all old 

email @csdvt.org.  This is very important and will 

speed up the migration process. 

After June 17th – Start using the Gmail only. 

We will start migrating employees emails on June 

17th, however this process takes a while.  We 

expect the complete migration to take until June 

27th.  Once your email has been successfully 

migrated we will send you an email with some 

follow-up instructions. 

Email Migration - Information 
By Pamela Lowe 

 

 

While we are migrating to Gmail, you will not 

have access to your old @csdvt.org emails until 

the migration has completed.  Remember we are 

only migrating emails older than June 20, 2015. 

Deleted messages, tasks, appointments, and all 

calendar events are NOT migrated. 

You can start changing your websites, blogs, list 

serves, and notifying people you communicate 

with that your email address has changed any 

time now. 

If you have not logged into your Google Gmail 

you should make sure you can do that before 

June 10th. 

We hope folks are excited about using one email 

system.  Please let us know if you have any 

questions. 

 

 

 

 

Enjoy the summer! 
 

 

 

From The Technology Department 

See you in August! 

We would like to wish all teachers and 

faculty who are off for summer break a great 

summer!  We hope you get to enjoy some 

time with your families.  

If you learn about any new apps, software, 

or other technology tips over the summer 

that you think would be benefiical for other 

teacher, let us know.  We will put them in the 

first newsletter for next school year. 

We would like to know what you thought 

about our customer service last year.  If you 

have ideas or comments on things we can do to 

improve our customer service, please take a minute 

and submit your comment below. 

http://goo.gl/forms/SCNZmV5lfLzpoHbq1 

We will review the comments over the summer and 

make changes were we can.  We will have a full time 

Helpdesk person next year answering the Helpdesk 

phone. We hope this model will help get some issues 

resolved quicker. We will also be adding another 

technician to our team so we can be in classrooms 

more solving problems or helping you with your 

technology. 

 

http://goo.gl/forms/SCNZmV5lfLzpoHbq1

