
MBS PTO 
10/8/15 
 
Attending: Trish DiFonzo (President), Brian Hunt, Julie Benay, Stephanie Fournier, Astrid 
Lague, Lisa Palmer, Tabitha Escobedo, Jaycie Puttlitz, Danielle Bevins 
 
School update:  Teachers are working hard to learn how to use the new Everyday Math program.  
There have been a few technical glitches, but overall the program is high quality.  The in-service 
program will focus in the morning on learning more about scoring the new standards based report 
card, with an afternoon focus on further professional development for the new math program.   
 
Ski Skate: We had plenty of volunteers, fantastic turnout and lots of help.  Friday night exceeded 
expectations; the weekend was off a little in terms of attendance.  At this time there are no firm 
plans for how MBS will spend our share of the money. 
 
Walk to School:  We had a great turnout, the weather cooperated, and the St. Mike’s athletes 
came through once again.  Kara Murphy, Kate DeCoff’s student teacher, took photos which will 
be shared with Jaycie for yearbook. 
 
Teacher’s Room: The room is decorated, it looks great.  Norma Daignault and Trish DiFonzo put 
up curtains, decorations, and table coverings.  The only remaining plans are to get a seasonal 
tablecloth.  Final expenses will be recorded at the November meeting. 
 
Fall Fundraiser: Manual orders are closed; deposits are completed.  Sales were $18,843.84.  Of 
that, $305.00 was straight donations.  It was suggested that we push the online ordering more in 
the future.  Noted that for those who put the order form out at work, the online option isn’t as 
effective, but for those that primarily order for family, the online option is easy and can be 
delivered at home.  Danielle will probably submit early next week, then there is a three week 
turnaround.  Danielle will need help when the product arrives.  Brian will help to shift things 
around on the stage so we can put the product there.  We will need help distributing when the 
product arrives.  Online sales can go throughout the year and we’ll still make money. We can re-
promote it.   
 
New treasurer:  Danielle Bevins nominated Ursula Boehringer as treasurer.  Seconded by Trish 
DiFonzo.  Approved unanimously.  Noted that Heather Niquette is no longer serving as treasurer 
as her son has moved to the middle school. 
 
Parent conference meal: Stephanie is all set and is going to take care of that.  November will be 
Subway. 
 
Thank you notes: PTO has thank you notes for the “graduating” PTO members with gift cards.   
 
Monster Mash: Sign up Genius will go out this weekend.  A small group met with Trish to do the 
planning.  Trish plans to approach Party City for some glow in the dark necklaces, which we will 
sell a little over cost.  We will sell with the concessions.  We need two cash boxes; Danielle will 
pick one up.  The big jobs are to help transport the decorations from Ursula’s house on Thursday 
night; decorating during the day on Friday; running the concessions; and clean up.  On Monday 
we also need help transporting back to Ursula’s on Monday. We will be soliciting specific items 
(water, juice, paper products, etc).  There will likely be one more planning meeting after the Sign 
Up Genius goes out.  Pizza: We had 18 last year, which turned out to be a little too much.  We’re 



going to order 12 this year.  Brian recommended keeping them as the large slice.  Trish plans to 
check out prices at NYPO.  Josh and Jack are already booked as DJ’s. 
 
Book Fair: We will be doing a sign up genius from the school for helpers to help sell, etc. 
 
Three Brothers:  They are all booked up through February and told Trish to call back then. 
 
Yearbook: Jaycie did submit three cover choices.  We are going to have a display on the PTO 
bulletin board starting 10/23.  Jaycie will do a ballot; Julie and staff will copy them and hold a 
vote on November 3rd. 
 
Assemblies: The Unified Arts team has been working on a program of assemblies: 
 
Whole school: 
Boy’s Choir 
No Strings Marionnettes – two shows $950.00 
A2VT 
 
By Grade level: 
Instrument Petting Zoo (Grade 3) 
Poetry (Grade 4) – perhaps whole school with workshops for 4th/5th 
A2VT – geared toward 5th graders 
 
Current status is about $2650.00. 
 
PTO approved the direction they UA team is going in and authorized them to continue and 
finalize the planning.  50% will come from PTO and 50% from Student Activity. 
 
Odyssey: We have enough students to have 5 teams.  There are three coaches returning and have 
confirmed a fourth.  Stephanie is working on a fifth coach, trying to firm things up.  Jaycie will 
share the “cup” fundraiser idea with OOTM as they will likely need to raise more funds. 
 
 
I certify that these minutes reflect true action taken by MBS PTO on Thursday, October 8th.   
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Trish DiFonzo, President 
 
 
 


