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Opening Comments: Carolyn presented the PPS 2015-16 Annual School Report to the group. Some 

items are required to be reported, but other information is available upon request. Note that the grade 

three assessment is presented, which reflects learning that would have taken place during second grade 

at PPS and Union Memorial. Carolyn was quite pleased with the results and very proud. Especially 

exciting to see the small gap between students who receive free/reduced price lunch and students not 

receiving free/reduced price lunch. See the report for further information.  

Financial Report: Hope presented recent activity in the PPS PTO checking account including funds 

payment to each PPS classroom for enrichment activities (field trips), payment to Four Winds Program, 

payment to Hope for apples/cider for Open House night, and a deposit from the Meadow Farms 

fundraiser. Meadow Farms fundraising totals are not available yet as web based sales are still open. 

Open House: Very well attended! We ran out of cups for cider, it was such a popular attraction. Raffle 

tickets were also very popular. All apples were given out as well. We’ll need to remember a PTO sign up 

sheet for next time. 

Playground: The Tools for Schools debit card has been difficult to use to purchase items. May be able to 

use it later in the year for sleds. 

Website: No updates to the website this month. Carolyn recommends switching to Google site or blog 

platform. Action item: update PTO email addresses on yearbook and PTO webpages. 

Fundraiser: Meadow Farms fundraiser delivery date is TBD. May need parent volunteers to help 

distribute materials to classrooms. 

Walk to School Day: will be cancelled again if rain is in the forecast. We could reschedule for spring 

during walk and bike to school week. 

Clothing Exchange: Moriah has sent a sign up genius to interested volunteers. Volunteers should arrive 

around 7:45am to set up. The posters have already been printed. $0.50/bag. Hope will bring cash in 

quarters the day of.  

Bingo: Will need to touch base with Tiera re: this project by email 

Teacher Appreciation Day: Assigned this occasion to one parent volunteer to organize 

Milk & Cookies Night: Mrs. Bochanski suggested scheduling this event in February, I Love to Read 

Month. It could tie into a curriculum night. Carolyn suggested dress up as your favorite author. Could set 

up different stations (craft activity, story activity) and have the kids rotate through. 

PPS Garden: Progress was made on the garden. Thanks to all volunteers! Tires will be installed next. 



Apple Picking: Alice reported that 11 families used the discount tickets created and distributed by the 

PTO. This was not a very good turnout considering the legwork involved in setting up this activity. 

Through word of mouth, we know other families also attended, though did not use the dollar off ticket. 

Burnham Library: Trish has worked with one of the children’s librarians, Hanna, to create children’s 

passports for use while visiting the Burnham Library. Kids can collect stamps for checking out a book, 

getting a library card, etc. 

Box for Box tops/Labels: Trish is planning to decorate a box for collection of these items in the main 

office 

Parent Teacher Conferences: Conferences will be held during the week of Thanksgiving. 11/23, 11am-

7pm and 11/24, 8am-12pm. Sign up will be online using Pick A Time. 

Yearbook: Moriah provided an update from the yearbook committee. We need to choose a cover from 

three possibilities. The kids can vote. Should also correlate with MBS to be sure there’s no overlap. We’ll 

need to raise about $300 to cover the rest of the cost of year books, if we’re making them available for 

purchase at $12 each. Could do this through 10 $30 ads from local businesses. Would need volunteers 

to approach businesses for this. The Yearbook section of the PPS website already has the upload tab 

ready to collect your PPS photos for inclusion in the yearbook. Carolyn reminded the group that Beltrami 

will give us 4 free hours of professional photography, which we should definitely use for year book. Kids 

could also take photos too. The library has digital cameras.  

PTO T-Shirts/Aprons: Trish and others suggested that PTO members should distinguish themselves at 

school events by using PTO t-shirts or aprons or similar.  

Grant Proposal: Carolyn introduced the 1-page grant proposal form for use by teachers/staff requesting 

funds from the PTO. We can expect proposals for Project Based Learning.  

 

 Next Meeting: November 10, 2015. 


